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CONNECTING A ZED TO PRO TOOLS 9 ON A MAC 

1. Connect your ZED mixer to your Mac via USB and power on the mixer. 

2. With Pro Tools 9 installed, open Audio MIDI Setup on your Mac. PT9 should have created a Pro Tools 
Aggregate I/O folder in the Audio Devices list. The ZED interface should appear as USB Audio CODEC in the 
list along with other audio devices in your system. Tick Use to enable the device in PT9. You may need to also 
tick Resample in order for the audio data settings to be compatible with your PT9 session.  

3. Run Pro Tools 9 and create a new session with 
at least two audio tracks. Open the SETUP/
Playback Engine window and select Pro Tools 
Aggregate I/O as the Current Engine. Click OK. 

4.   In PT9 click SETUP and then I/O. Select Output from 
the menu and the devices available should appear in a box 
labelled PTAI/O (Pro Tools Aggregate I/O). Here you can 
create a new output path if one doesn’t exist, name it 
(here it’s called ZED Stereo OUT) and tick it to enable. 
The output path can be set as stereo or mono channels as 
is required. 

5.   Still in I/O Setup, click the Input tab. Again the input 
sources should appear for enabled devices in Pro Tools 
Aggregate I/O. Create a new path for the inputs and name 
as you prefer. Here we have a stereo input named ZED-
Stereo Input. Note that mono channels can use one 
channel of a stereo input path. Make sure the path is 
ticked and click OK. 

6.   Select the inputs and outputs for your tracks in your 
session. Here the input for mono Track 1 is selected as 
the Left channel from the ZED USB interface. The track 
outputs can either be routed to the ZED directly or to a 
master bus in Pro Tools and then to the ZED. 

7.   Finally check the interface and settings are working by recording some audio from the ZED mixer to PT9 and 
then play the audio back to the ZED afterwards. Always be wary of audio feedback loops with bi-directional 
interface connections which can cause high level audio feedback if signals are routed back to themselves either in 
the mixer or in the software system. 

Audio MIDI Setup... 

If you use Pro Tools 9 and want to connect to your ZED console using a Mac computer, here are 
some notes: 
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USING USB FOR EFFECTS 
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Use post fade Aux 3 & 4 as the sends from ZED so when you move the channel 
fader the effects level stays in proportion. 

Select Aux 3-4 on the USB output selector switches. 

USB lead carries the digital signals to & from the computer. 

Select USB Device Left for Aux 3 or Right for Aux 4 as the input for the track in 
the software package. 

You can use a send bus in software as you would a hardware mixer. 

Assign an effect from your software plug in list. 

If using reverb, it’s a good idea to have 100% wet mix level and reduce the pre-
delay in order to compensate for any latency in USB. 

Send the output of the software group or bus to USB Device. In this case, and 
probably with most reverbs, it will be stereo so it will go to left & right.  

Set the return level and select USB ON. You can monitor the level quickly by se-
lecting  USB RTN on the headphone monitor selection. 

You can select the USB return to use the stereo channel ST3. Or, if using the ste-
reo channel for another input route the USB return direct to L-R by leaving this 
switch un-pressed. 

If you are using the stereo channel ST3 for the USB return signal, then this will be 
your effects return (Wet mix) fader for the effects to L-R. 

12 

You can then add some reverb for example, to your foldback (artists’) monitors. 12 
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WIRING NOTES 

GROUND
RETURN

SEND

RETURN OUT

IN

SEND

INSERT

PROCESSOR

LINK RING TO SLEEVE TO UNBALANCE

T
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S
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R

S

T

R

S

Insert cable wiring 

1=ground 2=hot (+)

3=cold (-)

BALANCED

XLR FEMALE

RCA phono jacks

XLR MALE

2=hot (+) 1=ground

3=cold (-)

RCA PHONO CABLE

Sleeve=ground

Ring=cold (-)

Tip=hot (+)

BALANCED
1=ground 2=hot (+)

3=cold (-)

2=hot (+) 1=ground

3=cold (-)
Sleeve=ground

Ring=cold (-)

Tip=hot (+)

BALANCED

BALANCED

BALANCED

XLR FEMALE

XLR MALE

BALANCED

UNBALANCED

Sleeve=ground

Ring=cold (-)

Tip=hot (+)

BALANCED

Sleeve=ground

Ring=cold (-)

Tip=hot (+)

BALANCED

UNBALANCED

adapter

UNBALANCED

INSTRUMENT CABLE

TRS JACK CABLE

MIC CABLE

TRS to XLR-F CABLE

TRS to XLR-M CABLE

TO FROM
INPUT OUTPUT

2 Outputs to 1 Input

Y-Adapter

No !

1 Output to 2 Inputs

Y-Adapter

Yes

General 
Wiring  
Information 
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PRODUCT SUPPORT 

Investigate ALLEN & HEATH’s other ranges at www.allen-heath.com 

Large Live Sound mixers — iLive digital and GL Series 

Small Format Live Sound mixers — ZED, MixWizards and PA Series 

DJ products — Xone Series 

Sound Management Series — iDR Series 

 

Registering your product 
 
Thank you for buying the Allen & Heath ZED-14, 18 or 24 mixer.   We hope that you are happy with it and that 
you enjoy many years of faithful service with it. 
 
Please go to www.allen-heath.com/register.asp and register your product’s serial number and your details.  By reg-
istering with us and becoming an official Registered User, you will ensure that any warranty claim you might make 
is actioned quickly and with the minimum delay.  
 
Alternatively, you may either copy or cut off this section of the page, fill in the details, and return it by mail to: 
Allen & Heath Ltd, Kernick Industrial Estate, Penryn, Cornwall TR10 9LU, UK   








